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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SITE 


Fort Wadsworth, along with several other 
NPS Staten Island sites (Miller Field, Great 
Kills Park, and Hoffman and Swinburne 
Islands), comprise the Staten Island Unit of 
Gateway National Recreation Area (see 
Region map). Congress established Gateway 
National Recreation Area in 1972 as 
America’s first urban national recreation 
area. The recreation atea’s primary purpose 
_ is “to preserve and protect for the use and 


enjoyment of present and future generations 
natural and 


an area possessing © 
recreatiorial features” (Public Law 92-592, 85 
stat 1308; see appendix A). The outstanding 
features of Gateway Nationa] Recieation 
Area include miles of ocean and bay beach, 
thousands of acres of marshes and grass- 
lands, and an abundance of nationally 
<ignificant structutes and landscapes that 
were the setting for historic events and 
activities. 
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PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION 


Fort Wadsworth. was. identified in the 1972 
legislation that established Gateway National 
Recreation Area. In 1972 Fort Wadsworth 
was an active military installation under the 
jurisdiction of the United States Army. The 
1972 legislation stated that Fort Wadsworth 


' .would be transferred to the National Park 
Service (NPS) when the niilitary vacated the | 


site. After the U.S. Army vacated the site, the 
US. Navy occupied Naval Station New York 
at Fort Wadsworth from 1987 until the Naval 


’ Station’s dosure on August 31, 1994. The - 


U.S. Navy still owns and has been managing 


the site in a caretaker capacity since August 


1994 and will continue to do so: pending 
transfer of portions of the site. Expectations 
are that most of the site will be transferred 
ee a vude dente coeitie iii 
portions of the site will be retnined 
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In 1979 the National Park Service completed 
a General Plan for Gateway 
National Recreation Area (NPS 1979). The plan 
provides broad recommendations for Fort 
Wadsworth and calls for more detailed site 
planning upon transfer of Fort Wadsworth 
from the Department of Defense to the 
National Park Service. 


In preparation for implementing the 1972 
legislative directions and 1979 General 
Management Plan recommendations, the Park 
Service has located the Staten Island unit 
superintendent and a small administrative 
and maintenance staff at the site, and some 
funds have been delegated to the site to 
direct the planning and transition efforts and 
prepare the site for initial visitor use. The 
National Park Service is undertaking a 
number of initial actions at the site to guide 
stabilization of historical and cultural 
resources, ensure appropriate development 
of interpretive facilities, and establish visitor 
services to allow the public to use and enjoy 
the site until further plans (described below) 
can be developed. These actions are detailed 
in the “Initial Actions” section. Because these 
initial actions would have no significant 
impacts, environmental assessment docu- 
ments (an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement) are not 
needed for these actions (see “Appendix B: 
Memorandum of Categorical Exclusion’). 


After the tranefer and initial actions have 


- been completed, the Park Service will seek 


funding to do more to improve intetpre- 
tation and educational programs, make more 
of the site available to visitors, and preserve 
and protect the resources. Plans need to be 
made for accomplishing this further visitor 
use and protection and preservation of the 
resources. The purpose of this Site 
Management Plan is to describe alternatives 
for this longer-range and more detailed plan 
— alternative 1, the Park Service's preferred 
alternative (the site as a revitalized cultural 


resource) and alternative 2 (a protected 


cultural resource / continuation of existing 
trends after the completion of the initial 
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Site History 


actions) — and the impacts of implementing 
these alternatives. 


SITE HISTORY 


Fort Wadsworth is one of the oldest military 
installations in the nation. The site occupies 
226 acres on the northeastern shore of Staten 
Island on the Narrows of New York Harbor. 
The NPS portion of the property will consist 
of most of the land and will be bordered by 
land to be operated by the U.S. Army 
Reserve and the U.S. Coast Guard. 


Fort Wadsworth’s strategic location was first 
recognized by the British during their 
occupation of New York beginting in 1776. 
The geography of the Narrows formed a 
gatelike entrance to what would become the 
most important port in the country. General 
von Steuben called the Narrows “the place 
pointed out by nature for the defense of the 
harbor" (Gilmore 1983). 


Fort Wadsworth has been used intermittently 
as a military fortification for more than two 
centuries. Although no shot was ever fired in 
battle from its fortifications, its imposing 
presence was integral to the success of the 
country’s coastal defense. Fort Wadsworth’s 
historic resources are testimony to the 
development of U.S. coastal fortifications, the 
evolution of firearms and weaponry, and the 
importance of having secured the "gateway 
to America.” 


In 1979 the U.S. Army decided to vacate Fort 
Wadsworth because it no longer needed the 
property for military purposes. Four years 
later, after the last of the U.S. Army 
servicemen had been relocated, the U.S. — 
Navy selected the site as its New York 
homeport. In late 1993, as part of a congres- 
sionally mandated military downsizing 
effort, the U.S. Navy closed Fort Wadsworth 
as a military base. Currently the National 
Park Service is overséeing the transition of a 
portion of Fort Wadsworth from military 
installation to national park system unit as 
required hs the 1972 legislation that 











armaments but surprisingly well preserved. 
In 1864, 102 cannons were mounted in 
Battery Weed, and it was garrisoned by a 
lange force from the Fifth Regiment, New 
at oe wg wg ng techn was 
named after Brig. Gen. H. Weed, of 
the U.S. Volunteers, who was killed in the 
The partion of the site to be owned by the Battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Construc- 
National Park Service includes two major tion began in 1847 and ended during the 
Civil War era fortifications that ave listed on Civil War. 

the National Register of Historic Places — 

Battery Weed and Fort Tompkins. Twelve 

other batteries and ruamerous military- The Endicott-Era Batteries 

related structures on the site date from the 

1850s to the 1990s. Site structures include a Fort Wadsworth’s 12 Endicott-era (1895-1904) 
wide variety of facilities typically found on batteries were constructed under the 





military bases, such as housing, barracks, direction of Secretary of War William C. 
offices, maintenance / storage facilities, post Endicott as part of the reconstruction of 
exchange, and ancillary support facilities. America’s coast‘ deferse system. While 
During its use as an active naval station, these batteries did mount other types of 
substantial development occurred between gurs, they are significant examples of 

1987 and 1994 (see Development 1987-94 Endicott-era emplacements for breech- 

map). | loading rifles, mounted on disappearing 


carriages. There are portions of these 

structures that were constructed out of 
Fort Tompkins earlier batteries dating to the Civil War 
| | ! period and possibly as early as 1808-10. The 
Fort Tompkins was originally designed and —_—sEndicott Batteries have been determined 
- built as a fortified barracks in support of eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Battery Weed. Built of granite and brick with — Places, having significance that spans the 
an earth-over-metal roof, the fort is a prime first two decades of the 20th century. 
example of the architectural “era era of stone ; 
fortifications." The fort is constructed on the. 
same site as an earlier sandstone fortifica- Mont Sec Avenue (Officers’ Row) 
tion. Construction of the first fort began in 
1814; construction of the fort standing today Mont Sec Avenue and its associated 11 
began in 1859 and was completed in 1876. It residential structures represent a cohesive 
is not only well preserved, it is also an streetscape, both architecturally and through 


outstanding example of Third System its association with Fort Wadsworth as the 
military architecture. location of officers’ housing. The stately 


homes along the averwe lined with London 
plane trees date from the late 19th century 











‘Battery Weed into the 1930s. Building 103 dates from the 
| | : 1870s.) 
Battery Weed, constructed of granite blocks, 
.. ig an important of Third System | 
century. At that time Battery Weed was one 
> “geaiboard. Now Weed stands at the  —_ cultural landscape that is diverse and 
water's edge on the Narrows, empty of all complex. Owing to its distinct pattern of 
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, which bisects the northern portion 
of the site from north to south, has served as 
the main street of Fort Wadsworth since the 
turn of the century. From the east-west 

of New York Averwe to the south, 
the land slopes sharply down to a sand 
beach 
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"The 1979 plan states thet the Nationa) Park 
planning, specifically » development concept 
plan, upon trarafer of Fort Wedeworth from 
the of Defense to the National 
Ee eee ee p 
extersivety developed sirwe | 
$200 m invested in the site, reflected in 
its new buildings, infrastructure, and other 
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limited bus access are the only mears by 
' which a visitor can easily get to Fort 
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facilities, and establish visitor use services so 
“ | : the can use and enjoy the site until 
in 1993 Congress ted Department the range plans can be 


of Deferse funds to fac: Fort Such activities include establishing offices 
Wadsworth's transition from military and maintenence facilities, making resources 


installation toa national park system unit. accessible and safe for visitors, providing 
(The impacts of these actions do not require interpretive exhibits and other media that 


ertvironmental assessment because there (| will convey the of the historic 
would be no significant impacts from the structures, and some additional 
actions and have been categorically studies to ga more information. Some of 
excluded from National Environmental these activities have begn completed 
Policy Act proceduses; see apperviix B.) The 
furtding has supported completion of this Specifically, the funding nas been/is being 

) used to implement the following 
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‘Community 
and and Professional Services 
Divisions for ali of Gateway National 
Recreation Area 


¢ Installation of wayside (outside) exhibits 
and directional signs. , 








* Provision of maintenance facilities in the - la 
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landscape per the recommendations of a 
cultural landscape report. 


“Ce additional vegetation to | 
spurt potting ad * Adapt buildings 208 and 209 for use as an 
uses, as private residences and erwvironmental education and conference 


historic resources that are accessible to the facility, and adapt the bachelors’ enlisted 
public. an ot et: gb ay 
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1 If the thester (uilding 205)'end exchange a It the (building “kerporsenesl 
commnigeary (building 206) ard adjacent — "tw oped £4 
area become av the Park Service _eyiiham,sanagad by « bot federal aguicy 
mead develop a tian ler Gut suena ee one 

quadrant of the site, remove those ' cing one 


community. 
buildings, and deve recommendations voll nies Sa seantoed or 
regatcing the restoration of the landscape no aga. Aap 
in this area after the buildings are : could function asa workout Fort 
Wadsworth residents and : 








This section oF the document describes the 
Park Service's alternative proposals for 
visitor use and NPS mar of Fort . 
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preters to bring to life the fort's vast military 


history. 


Alternative 2— A Protected Cultural 
Resource (Contirmation of Existing Trends) 
— recommends the implementation of no 


reflecting a condition of economic uncer 
tainty. 


Alternatives 3 and 4, and the reasons for 
their rejection as nonviable options, are 
described acetone whe 
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ALTERNATIVE 1 — A REVITALIZED 
CULTURAL RESOURCE (THE 
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE) 


, Concept 


Fort Wadsworth is significant within the 
national context of coasta! defense, and - 
specifically for the protection it provided our 
nation’s most important harbor. The site | 


represents the evolution in and 
slediny ch amiaun eaned achene 


from 1790s to 1945 when ‘techno- 
logica advances in weaponry rendered 
coastal defense a less pressing military 
concern. The site also illustrates the military 
strategy of these former coastal defense 
facilities in meeting the challenges of the 
Cold War from 1945 through the 1980s. 
Alternative 1 features programs, services, 
‘ahd ma actions that are designed 
to facilitate interpretation of this important | 
story. 


To enhance visitor understanding of the 
site’s past, all major fortifications would be 
preserved, rehabilitated, or restor>.. and 
interpreted to represent their mos: recent 
_ period of historic significance. This would 
allow cultural resource management and 
interpretation to embrace the most notable 
deve in the evolution of the 
fortifications and all significant aspects of 
coastal and harbor defense, including the 
. Nike missile period. « 


To bring to life the stories of Fort 
Wadsworth, educational exhibiis and 
programs would military object , 
personal effects, and quotes from soldiers 
and their families. During times of peak use, 












_ Visitors would. find costumed interpreters at 


ee eaten ea a 
historic military activities, ae 
gen ob 


_ imterpretive programs to learn 
lives of Fort Wadsworth’s historic 


and tr es ending New Yor 








ends, park staff would be augmented with 


volunteer reenactors depicting activities 
experienced by soldiers stationed at Fort 
Wadsworth. 


Under this alternative, natural resources 


would be managed according to NPS regula- 
tions and appropriate laws. Interpretation of 


natural resources would focus on their 
relationship to the military defense of the | 
harbor, the development of New York City 
commerce and transportation, and the 
significance of the Hudson-Raritan 


- ecosystem. 


' Visitor Experience and 


the Historic Structures 


Entry. The visitor vehicular entrance to the 
site would be through the fort’s main gate 
on New York Avenue, at the north end of - 
the site. To ensure appropriate visitor 
welcome, the guardhouse there would be 


_ staffed by NPS personnel. 
_ Also, the National Park Service would work 


with partners to establish ferry servive to 
Fort Wadsworth and other Gateway National 
Recreation Area units. Visitors arriving by 


ferry would disembark at the u 

Retcey Wend dock end bo excl by 18 
personnel stationed in a new structure at the 
dock. Although this service would build on 


the existing commuter service, it would not 
be structured to serve commuters. 


Visitors would be encouraged to walk to the 
site's designated visitor areas and explore | 
the resources that are available to them. 
Alternative-fuel shuttles would be provided 
at times.of high visitation, such as on week- 
ends, to t:ansport visitors to significant site 
features. 


Parking would not be eviilable “ear the 


dock vo parking woul! be aden 
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Use of the Mont Sec Avenue Homes 
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was cutstructed somatiane before 1895 and Mg 


before military incorporation into the fort. It 
is a two-story building with a cruciform 

and hipped roofs with shallow inclines. Two 
of the spaces between arms have been filled 


_ in with one-story enclosed rooms. The 


seandlbthcw taco atch end endian, teak 


: the elevations have been covered with blie 


vinyl siding. Two ceramic chimney pots are — 


Renee ae 
Gatehouse (Bu 


404). The west entrance 
thcheasde Vets conptoasted ip 199% Th 
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1940s and is in a state 


London plane trees and decorative light 
standards, Mont Sec Avenue has the 
character of an attractive residential 
neighborhood. Building 109, at the end of 
Mont Sec Avenue, was an officers’ club and 
has scenic views of the harbor. 


New York Avenue, which bisects the _. 
northern half of the site from north to south, 
has served as the main street of Fort 
Wadsworth since the turn of the century. 


Historically, the appearance of New York 
Avenue was a fairly dense streetscape of 


one- to three-story structures including a 
hospital, barracks, and single-family 
With the of the US 


the historic hospital along 

New York Avenue was demolished and 
with a modern structure. Specif- 
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Assésstnemt contains two alternatives for the 
management; develapment, and use of Fort 
Wadsworth. Both fulfill the site’s purpose as 
outlined in the 1972 enabling legislation for 
Gateway National Recreation Area and both 


operation. Alternative 1, a revitalized 
mane etipenonnn earthworm 





“tions to bring to life the fort's vast military 
history. Alternative 2, a protected cultura! 














vation of historic structures that must be 
done to protect historic structures, as 


required by law. 
The environmental asses«ement section of this 


’ Site Management Plan analyzes the potential 


impacts on cultural and natural resources 
ardi the socioeconomic environment that 
could result from alternatives 
1 (@ revitalized cultural resource) and 2 (a 
protected cult sal resource) described in 
"The Alterna:ives section of this document. 


This document and envitonmental 


assessment have been in 


accordance with the Environmental 
Policy Act of 1989 (NEPA), 42 USC 4321 et 
seq.; the Council on Envitonmental Quality’s 
NEPA 40 CFR 1500 et seq,; the 
US, Department of the Interior's 

Manual, Part 516 DM 6, ~ 
Appendix 7, which contains the National 
Park Service's NPS-12, 
which containg the National Park Service's 


NEPA compliance guidelines; the 1979 Fine! 
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Endicott Bra Batteries. All but one of the 


tures on the street that were faced with brick 
during the 1930s would not be restored to 
their earlier appearance so the street would 
reflect only the era of the late 1930s to 1950. 
This would limit ini of Mont Sec 
Averwe to late within the period of the fort's 
: Access for the 
physically disabled would require some 
alteration of the however ramp 

would be to the rear of the 

to lessen the visual impacts. 
modern use could result in some loss of 
features would be pre_erved. 


Remnants of historic fabric in 
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9 place for a substantial length of time, it is 
‘ possible that they are saturated with hazand- 
Pe pub a enebanel “aoe uapas ytoatew 






also be disturbed, along with fish habitat. In 
the process of removing any contaminated 
materials, the Park Service would comply 
with the requirements of Resource | 
Conservation and Recovery Act and any 
other applicable requirements of federal, 

' state, and local laws and regulatiors. 








ALTERNATIVE 1 — IMPACTS ON NPS - . oS 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION — ALTERNATIVE 2 — IMPACTE 


would be no exp Visitors would bene- 
fit from some opportunities at 

















the defense of New York Harbor and its 
adjacent coasts at the visitor center in 
building-120. Educational exhibits would be __ 
limited to those in the visitor center and the - 
outdoor wayside exhibits; there would be no 
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- pould get information about the fort, ite 
: significance, aind its major 


PD RE CRS ea 
— uinder this alternative. Access through 


the 
site would contirwe primarily by foot with 
directional/ orientation signs. 
There would be no shuttle system, and 
automobile access would be limited to the 
visitor center, except for the disabled, who 
could park near the overlook and Battery 
Weed. Bicycle access would be 


accommodated through the site. 


Recreational activities, including scenic 
viewing at the already improved harbor 
overlook and saltwater would occur. 
Swimming would be prohibited (due to 
dangerous currents and poor water quality). 
Kayaks and other small watercraft could pull 
up on shore south of the bridge (however, 


’ no docks or other facilities would be 


provided for pleasure boats). 


ALTERNATIVE 2 —:IMPACTS 


ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


Effects on Historic Structures 
Historic structures would undergo periodic 


_ maintenance. Structures that cannot be used 


by the National Park Service would be 


. mothballed until some use is identified. Use | 
Of Diihiing 210 sank tee Seabee chenglen, for 
Operations 
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The overall effect ofthis alternative would 
the dock and seawall, 


err: 


resources, 
would continue to 


“Impacts on the Cultural Landscape 


Vegetation would continue to obstruct 
historic views because no additional clearing 
would occur. 


Effect: ie Archeological Resources 


Effects on archeological resources from 
alternative 2 would be minimal due to the 
lack of ground-disturbing actions proposed. 
However, without clearing, tree roots and 
other vegetation could eventually damage 
archeological resources. Testing and/or 
monitoring of any ground disturbance 
resulting from everyday maintenance and 


_Operation of the fort would ensure that 


unidentified archeological resources would 
not be lost or destroyed. 
Effects on Museum Collections 


Effects on the museum collections would be 
the same as described in alternative 1. 


ALTERNATIVE 2 — IMPACTS 


Impacts on Vegetation : 


Under this alternative, all landscaping, 

foundation. plantings, and grass areas would 

be maintained, and whee aban 
would occur. No adverse 


plantings 
would result from implementing this 
native. 


_ 











The impacts on land use, the stimulation of 
Cause any adverse impacts on area air property values would be the same as: ao 
quality. described in 1 ) a «gag “53 
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native. The laws and regulations set out in 


this séction may or may not apply to the 
actions outlined in the document To the 





extcnt such laws and oes cer 
a ana be 
obtained strict compliance with their 


terms will be naintained by the National 
Park Service. 


COMPLIANCE WITH THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 


The National Environmental Policy Act 
CREDA) of 1968, as amended, does not 





: A 


Caen mtr Ae 


a e-4 
Aah SA Om, 


rat specific ime 1 

review However, 516 
Departmental Mammal section 3.3 A. and B. 
allows for the scoping process for an 
environmental impact statement (as 
contained in 40 CFR section 1501.7) to be 
applied to an environmental assessment and 
allow for public involvement in the environ 
mental aralysis process (as contained in 40 
CFR section 1506.6). This ervironmental 
assessment meets NEPA and NPs informa- 
tional requirements, and the Park Service 
would continue to for public review 
and input as further described in the 
“Consultation and Coontination” section of 
this document. 





LAWS RELATED TO 
CULTURAL RESOURCES 
One of the Nations! Park Service's mandates 
is to preserve and protect its cultural 


_ the organic act of 
established the 
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with the Americans with 
Act of 1990 (PL 101-336 et seq.), 
the Architectutal Barriers Act of 1968 (42 
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Fort Wadsworth is in a mandatory class 1] 
clean air area. Under the Clean Air Act, as 


the coastal zone of a state that hasan: . - 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 


The Draft Site Manage ment Plan/Enviror mental 
Assessment has been developed with 
substantial public consultation. The public 
involvement process began in 1993 when 
Gateway National Recreation Area's general 
superintendert met with military and com- 
munity leade’s and with representatives 
from the private sector. During 1994 the 
planning term held a series of meetings to 
solicit concerns and desires of interested 
citizens and community leaders regarding 
the management of Fort Wadsworth. In Mey 
1994 the National Park Service invited. 
participation of the state historic preser- 
vation office and the | Council on 
Historic: Preservation in the pro- 
cess. In June 1994 the state historic 
preservation officer was again invited to 
perveiiete Datte sie Seseiy mectings. Ou 
_ Jaruary 19, 1995, the site superintendent and 
the regional historian traveled to Albany: to 


















discuss the site plan with the state historic 
preservation officet. Two representatives 
from that office visited the site to disciss 
actions in August 1994. In 1995 the 
planning team distributed an tional 


newsletter to over 150 residents and institu- 


tions in the greater New York City metropol- 
itan atea that described the purpose of Fort 
Wadsworth and how citizens could become 
more involved in this planning effort. 


The Draft Site Management Plan/Environmental 
Assessment will be available for forma] public 
review for 30 days. During this eviews 
period; the team will accept written and oral 
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Environmental Protection Agency 

Fish and Wildlife Service, US. Department . 

of the Interior 

Floating the Apple 

Friends of Clearwater 

Friends of Gateway 

Friends of Trashed Rivers 

Harbor Deferse Museum 

Historic House Trust of New York City 

Hudson River Foundation 

Hudson River Park Conservancy 
eseaitth tor Fresirvation 
Arts of New York 

Museum ofthe City of New York 

Nationa! Trust for Historic Preservation 


Open Space Coalition 
New Abie 


New York City Audubon Society 
New York City Board of Education 
_New York City Department of Parks and 


New York City Department of Planning 
_ New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection 


New York City Departmnent of 





pit 
ag 


. seh his a” ne eA hy way 
:* ae a 


, 
anal ) 






ih \ \ 
7 W 
ave J ye 


is ‘ « 
’ A + 
fh wy . 


_ Scenic Hudson 


Snug Harbor Cultural Center 
Staten Island Advance 
Staten island Chamber of Commerce 


~ Statén island Council of Social Studies . 


Statert Island Community Boards 1,2,3 | 
Staten Island Geological Society 

Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences 
Staten Island Historical Society 


Staten Island Science Teachers Association. 
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Oh recreation area shall 
depicted on the map | 
reation Are,” numbered 951 : | rong 
y, : “ Sah te SS” : nga: 
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d, the lands generally located between highway route 27A and 
Jamaica Bay, and the ares of Jamaica Bay up to the shoreline of 
John F, Kennedy International ; : 
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accordance with plans which are y accept-. 

‘able ‘to t ; of the Interior and the Secretary of the Army. 

ble ‘to the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of the Army 
and which are cons both the purpose of this Act and the 
purpose of existing statutes dealing with water and related land’ 
Pagan Be cnt a) The authority of the Secretary of Transportation to maintain 
Cpeiation and in: ANG Operate existing airway facilities and to install necessary new 


w 
Faery A : 
facilities: Prorided. That nothing in this section shall authorize the 
expansion of airport runways into Jamaica Bay or air facilities at 
Hunting, t may The Secretary: shall permit h fishing. shellfishing t 
ing, fish ary shall permit hunting, fishing, ing. trap. 
. " ping, and the taking of specimens on t and waters wider his - 
ings and weppine- ping, and the Shing of spect he lands. ane tier hh 
jurisdiction within the Gateway National Recreation Area in accord- 
ance with the , par apenny laws of the United States and the laws of the 
States of New York and New Jersey and political subdivisions thereof, 
except that the Secretary may designate zones where and establish 
periods when these activities may not be permitted for reasons of pub- 
lie safety, administration, fish or wildlife management. or public use - 


andenjoyment. 3 4 
sandy Mook end” (g@) In the Sandy Hook and Staten Island Units. the Secretary 
Unite. ‘shall inventory and evaluate all- sites and structures having present 


and potential historical. cultural, or architectural significance and shall 
provide for appropriate programs for the preservation, restoration, 
"inte ation, and utilization. of them. 

Sapeiers. »» (h) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary is 
authorized to accept tions of funds from individuals, founda- 
tions, or corporations for the purpose of providing services and facili- 
ties which he deems consistent with the purposes of this Act. — 

maseey Netiow- So. 4, (a) There is-hereby established a Gateway National Recrea- 

Advisory Commies tion Area Advisory Commission (hereinafter referred to as 
sion, esteblieh- “Cominission”). Said’ Commission shall terminate ten years after the 
ment; termination. dite of the establishment of the recreation area. = = ast 

ee atace va (b) The Commission shall be composed of eleven members each 

. appointed for a term of two years by the Secretary as follows: 
. °(1) two members to be a from recommendations made 
by the Governor of the State of New York; ae 
(2) two members to be appointed from recommendations made 
by the Governor of the State of New Jersey; . 
(8) two members to be appointed from recommendations made 
by the mayor of New York City: 
(4) two members to be appointed from recommendations made 
by the mayor of Newark, New Jersey ; and 
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5. Inetall interior and directional signe. | 





6. Remove eafety hazards associated 
structures, act to stabilise several where 
accommodate visitor access, and provide 
(toilets, water). , : ‘ . sg 
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importance of Staten Islarid was recognized, 
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The forts on both sides of the Narrows attained | 





probably their greatest relative in 
the defense of York Harbor that was init- 
ited in 1816 under the Third Sys Kort 
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Sa ss crea utr 
-), the:study 


y research and field investigation, 
team examined the site’s geographic 
setting and identified ‘and evalua 

toric, pre-military, and military resources. The’ 
teport also contains an assessment of the site's 
Potunlel t sintsin sechechogical reat 


The study team’s two major conclusions are (1) 
a national historic district should be created for 
the entire 226-acre Fort Wadsworth property, 
and (2) the treatment of the historic 
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i Weed to determine how it can best be 


"sgmoved. The seport identifies several methods 
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interpretive themes that will be communicated 


' to visitors arid the media that will be used to . 


interpret those themes in the near future. This 
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della sing ined Weleda ob 
site ig covered witha diversity of native and 
pean cay be, ayaa 
plants that have taken hold on areas that were 
stripped of their vegetation the devel- 
opment of fortifications that have since been 
abandoned. Several areas.of the site are 
composed of stands of mature, rlative trees, 





remnant of a natutally occurring woodland. 
The age of vegetation within Fort Wadsworth — 
ranges from very recently toabout _. 
190-280 ‘yaase cd: "The chdeot ons nay be ti 
eee ee ee eee 
breast height and, standing beside it, a 
European beech with a 67-inch diameter. 


Btheogeaphic Study 


Sahin oi enh dich ti 
and culture associated with the land that. 
berame the site, an ethnohistorical and . 
ethnographic assessment would be conducted, 
subject to funding availability. Such a study 

would provide baseline data and include a 
research and consultation plan to identify and ° 
pomeacn g <p ard pegr m 
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Histor Structure Reports 


Vinntide aca eigen Woe waadiay 
guide to the treatment, management, end use 
of historic structures. Each historic structure i 

report provides a of the evolution . 
of he alacets sods oinaas wecctendiie is 
well as alternative uses and treatments that 
respond to park objectives. Eventually, each 
historic structure at Fort Wadsworth will be 
covered by a histotic structure report, 
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215A-F| Bachelor enlisted quarters building 1990_| NC | other | 
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<> 3. To preserve and interpret the site’s natural history within the context of the Hudson-Raritan 


4 To underscore and ensure the relationship of Fort Wadsworth to the importance of New York i 
“2,  Hlaitoor-and the growth of the New York metropolitan area. ; £ 
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; 1. Aga silica’ component of the American Conta Defer Sytem, Fort Ws 
_ She enthulon of Amesiet's concept of national datenee. wy ¥ 
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| the fortifications at Fort Wadsworth as well as other New York 
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The transformation of Fort Wadsworth from # military base to 8 ue myn he Ents 
latest past in owr Concept of nettonal de “erwe — the decreseed sellanwe-ca i 
'* bases for national security. 
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2 Geologic forces, eopecilly the Pleistocene | glaciers and the formation of the Hudson River, Rye 
created the natural environment that Patopenn atgiees and gapyptied Idee incetane fey: 
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Op aries The Hon Rie with ctl ery ad wetlands provided both transportation and mn is 
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3. Fort Wadsworth, with its splendid ores views of Maniiattan, the Hudson River, Raritan a PR pn 
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resources management interpretation and visitor services 
of the planning process. These were predominantly in the 
Siediecend aenben 7 and recreation. The selection tonptaze faameasiinen alive eodeaias Oe 
the implementation of the Site Management Plan Por the purposes of this plan the primary focus on 
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Foremost among these partners is the Staten island Historical Society, the 
inatitute of Arts and and the Battery Weed Living History Assocation. 
















theme has not been identified, but there is for the Battery group to 
history encampments demonstrating the of Civil War period Coast 
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sounitonen Gib 9S peer ond weptations 
In addition to those mentioned above, tre association, Lastern National Parh & 


Monument Association will work with the to provide visitor information and sales of Port 
Wadeworth-related items at the new visitor center. 


Research and ( oilechon Needs 
As a new unit of the National Park Systern a great deal of work must be undertaken to identify 





graphic and textual information and historic abjects that cari be utilized in the 
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fwmbers of troops garrisoned here, the use of the area by native Amoccens, the o-e-military 

hebitants and residences, the early public use of the post the living conditions and of 

military families, the locations of various cultural artifacts and graphics, the purpose of the historic 
Command Center building and other Nike missile-related resources and stories, the significant 
natural resources, the fort's architectural context and its context withn eile Widneets eas 
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much of the information most difficult to obtain is that which relates to the relatively 
| fenent past of the Fort, the period covering the last 45 years. As this and other information is 
» GEtaivad, tre interpretive program will be continwously adpasted to maintain accuracy. For this 
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Expressway Bxit, should incorparate Fort with logo, and in the - Reet. 
athe 
“Provide Visitor Contact Station in Building 120. 
Requires rooms 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, and 132. Visitors enter at lower level 
south encrance just north of rotunda. All other building occupants enter second level entrance on 
cast side of building. 
“Design. produce, and install Contact Station sign. 
“Sign first two parking bays (55 speces) for visitor use only. 
“Install arrowhead in lobby 
“Langs map of meer Fr 
. of coastal defense fortifications. 

- Evolution of Fort Wadsw oth cultural landscape. 

; Onenanan to Gateway NBA and MPS tation, incocporeting wap ond. photograph 
Jammedninain ne ee ee ; a 
of coastal ad harbor defense. ‘ “ 
“Convert 100m 182 into vdeo room. ce ote) tye ac he SES AR Ae 
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ak. “eis pene: ei insta te exhibits. on location for harbor defense and . 
(Battery Weed) and the Bridge: at flagpole overlook. 
“Seal off all doors and windows accessible to public 
"Plan, produce and install wayside exhibits on harbor mines | | 
“Remove piles of dirt and fill in hole on south side. 
Small Warehouse (148) 
“Remove ali graffiti visible to public from building, | 
“Cover all dsterns. 
‘Olen al vegetation fram courtyard , a 
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As the nation’s principal conservation agency, pa Sennen & Go Sana Sienna fe 
most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This indudes sound use 
of our land and water resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving 
the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; and providing for 
the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The prewar. drake: at 
resources and works to ensure that their developmient is in the best interests of all our people by 
stewardship and citizen participation in their care. The department also has a major 
for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in island 











| territories under US. administration 
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